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CLASS OF 2018 - CONGRATULATIONS

Kevin

Samuel Campbell
Jeremy Carroll
Shelby Curtis
Trevor Dow
Emma Dudrick
Mark Dunckel
Madison Gibbons
John Griffith
Alyssa Gronlund

Ada Hayduke-Toomath
MiKayla Jones
Noah Klingaman
Lauren La Ruffa
Laura Lorraine
Jeanna Pittman
Parth Rachh
Quinn Robertson
Kaylin Roe

Griffin Rose
Kevin Schult
Ella Skinner
Jesse Sprinkle
Trey Stagaman
Noah Walden
Cody Watkins
Warren Wilson
Eamon Witherspoon

Hamilton Central School will celebrate its 120th commencement exercises at 10:00 a.m. on  
Saturday, June 23rd, 2018. The members of the class, 27 in number, have distinguished themselves in 
academics, athletics, and extra-curricular activities throughout their high school experience. 

Special congratulations to our Class of 2018 Valedictorian Kevin Schult and our  
Salutatorian Lauren La Ruffa.

Lauren
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A Matter of Principal…
The Valedictorian is Kevin Schult, son of Dan and 

Nancy Schult. Kevin is a College Board Advanced 
Placement Scholar with Distinction and a recipient of 
the University of Rochester Bausch and Lomb Honor-
ary Science Award. He is a National Merit Scholarship 
Finalist, and received an honorable mention for the 
Cornell Book Award. He is Treasurer of the National 
Honor Society and a member of the Colgate Univer-
sity Community Students Program. Kevin is a NYSSMA 
Conference All State vocalist, and an All County and 

Area All State cellist. He is a member of 
Masquers, and has been co-choreog-
rapher for the middle school musical 
Aladdin, Junior, co-vocal director for 
the middle school musical High School 
Musical, Junior, and assistant chore-
ographer for the high school musical 
How to Succeed in Business Without 
Really Trying. Kevin volunteers with 
the Hugh O’Brian Youth Leader-
ship organization. He is a captain of 
the varsity tennis team and the First 
Cellist in the HCS orchestra. He also 

performs in Jazz Band and competes in Mathletics. 
Kevin will graduate in June with a Regents Diploma 
Advanced Designation with Honors. In the fall, Kevin 
will attend Tufts University as a Neubauer (NEW-bau-
er) Scholar, and he plans to major in chemistry.

The Salutatorian for the Class of 2018 is Lauren La 
Ruffa, daughter of Lindsay and William La Ruffa and 
sister to Ashley La Ruffa. Lauren is a College Board 
Advanced Placement Scholar with Honors and Presi-
dent of Hamilton’s National Honor Society chapter. 

She is the recipient of the Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology Computer Science Award. Lauren is also the 
recipient of the New York State Scholar Athlete Award 
and has received Section III 
recognition in cross-country, 
basketball, and softball. She 
has served as  the Junior 
Class secretary, Vice Presi-
dent of High School Student 
Council and secretary of 
the Senior Class. She has 
been a member of Model 
UN, Mathletics, Amnesty 
International, SADD, 
Advocates, and Language 
Club. She has been a team 
member on varsity volleyball, cross-country, 
basketball, and softball. In her free time, she also 
volunteers as a tutor for elementary students. She 
has participated in orchestra and concert band and 
competed in multiple NYSSMA solo festivals. Lauren 
will graduate in June with a Regents Diploma with 
Advanced Designation. In the fall, Lauren will attend 
George Washington University, on the pre-medical 
track, majoring in biological sciences with a concen-
tration in cell and molecular biology.

Congratulations to Kevin and Lauren.

William Dowsland
William Dowsland • Secondary Principal 

FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
Dear Parents and Community Members:

It’s hard to believe that for over 
14 weeks I have had the privilege 
and honor to serve as your Interim 
Superintendent of Schools. Thanks 
to you, your children/our students 
and our staff and faculty, I have 
been welcomed and included in 
your community.

I have also been a witness to the 
pure joy and glee inherent in our 
Pre-school, Kindergarten and other 
early childhood “friends.” These 
kids know how to smile at, hug and 
enthusiastically engage me in what-
ever they are doing. 

I have seen the outstanding 
academic work completed by your 
children in grades 3-8, whether 
displayed as art in our hallways or as 
a part of a science fair. 

The older students - through mu-
sic, drama, FFA and athletics - have 
shown me a “can do” attitude and 
spirit not often found in 14-18  
year olds. 

Specifically, I was blown away by 
the academic achievements of our 
student-athletes as celebrated at 
our recent Hamilton Sports Boost-
ers Athletic Banquet. In addition to 
the wonderful individual academic 

award achievements, every one of 
our HCS teams was recognized as 
a New York State Scholar Athlete 
Team. This means that each of 
those teams averaged above 90% in 
school grades. What an accomplish-
ment and source of pride for you!! 

Peter Punzo
Peter Punzo

Interim Superintendent of Schools
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Teen 
Thursdays, 2:00-3:00 pm 

6/28  One of Us is Lying by Karen McManus.  
MidYork: 7 copies, 1 ebook

7/19  Far From the Tree by Robin Benway.  
MidYork: 5 copies

8/9  Cruel Prince by Holly Black.  
MidYork: 16 copies, 1 ebook, 1 audiobook 

Tween (ages 8-12) 
Thursdays, 12:30 - 1:30 pm 

7/12  All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook by 
Leslie Connor. MidYork: 6 copies, 1 ebook

7/26  The Trials of Morrigan Crow  
by Jessica Townsend. MidYork: 8 copies

Ebook Access
Take a minute to look at HCS Libraries ebook page. 

We have access to TumbleBooks, BookFlix, MyOn, 
and Capstone ebooks. A few are available only for the 
summer from NYS Education Department and other 
company promotions. I will be sending out an email 
in June with usernames and passwords to enable easy 
login to these resources from home.

Prevent the Summer Slide: Promote Summer Reading
By Amy Jerome, Teacher Librarian

Summer Book Clubs
Join me at the Hamilton Public Library for a collaborative HCS / HPL Summer Book Club. The MidYork libraries have 

copies that can be borrowed and I will have some borrowed from other school libraries. Email me at  
ajerome@hamiltoncentral.org if you need to borrow a copy and cannot get one through the MidYork libraries.

Local Teacher Receives New York Agriculture in the Classroom Scholarship
Congratulations to Jennifer 

Briggs, who earned a scholarship 
to attend one of the largest gather-
ings of educators with a passion for 
teaching through food and agricul-
ture. The scholarship is valued at 
over $1,200 for each winner.

During this unique experience 
teachers will network with educa-

tors from across the country, partici-
pate in over thirteen experiential 
learning workshops, and bring 
home resources with the latest 
technology, methods, and tools for 
intergrating argriculture and food 
systems in their classrooms. This 
year’s conference theme is “Agricul-
ture for ME - On Land and Sea.” 

New York Agriculture in the 
Classroom is an outreach pro-
gram of Cornell University, with 
a goal to increase the agricultural 
literacy of our students so that 
they may be able to understand 
and communicate the source and 
value of agriculture as it affects 
their daily lives.
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ELEMENTARY NEWS
Dear Hamilton Community:

Recently, Hamilton Elemen-
tary School was named the top 
elementary school in Madison 
County, by Niche Inc. Our success 
is a direct result of the dedica-

tion, commitment and value our 
entire learning community gives 
to our students. As the year winds 
down, I would like to thank all of 
the people who supported HCS 
Elementary. Teachers, support staff, 
parents, students and community 
members organized and delivered 
events, served on committees, 
offered clubs and classes, tutored, 
mentored and helped out in many 
different ways. Here are just a few.

Events: Literacy Night, Science 
Innovation and Technology Fair, 
Open House, Elementary Drama 
“Alice @ Wonderland”, Winter and 
Spring Concerts, Art Show, Wellness 
Day, Field Day, Fall Festival, Moving 
up and Graduation Ceremonies, 
levity half day for staff, and many 
field trips and class parties.

Committees: Strategic Plan-
ning, Elementary School Steering 
Team, PTO, Professional Devel-
opment Team, Technology Team, 
Curriculum Team, Hiring Com-
mittees, Crisis Team, RtI Team...

Clubs / Classes: Liberty Kids, 
Coding Club, Student Council, 
Kickball Club, Chess, Girls on 
the Run, Prize Speaking, Photog-
raphy, 2 Art Clubs, Journalism, 

Foreign Language Program, eSpark 
Learning, CARTwheels.

Volunteers (tutors, mentors, 
instructors, club advisors, others): 
Volunteers include HCS middle 
and high school students, former 
HCS students, Colgate students, 
parents, community members, 
teachers, administrators, Board of 
Education Members.

I’m sure that many if not most of 
you reading this article contributed 
in some way to the services listed 
above. Hundreds of volunteers and 
thousands of hours of time have 
been graciously dedicated to our 
children. Looking ahead to next 
year, we are planning to extend 
our after school programs and 
the courses we offer. Clubs and 
classes for 2018-19 will include 21st 

century learning and a more well-
rounded education. 

I would also like to thank Mrs. 
Amanda Sunderman who will be 
leaving us this year to begin her 
administrative career abroad. She 
is to be commended on her service 
here at HCS as both a teacher and 
a leader. During her time at HCS 
she volunteered, organized and 
lead several initiatives. Her work 
both in the classroom and on vari-
ous academic teams has directly led 
to improved student performance. 
Her professionalism and leadership 
will be missed. 

Don’t forget to encourage your 
children to read over the sum-
mer so they don’t fall victim to 
the “Summer Slide.” On average, 
students lose two months of reading 
over the summer. 

I hope all of you enjoy your sum-
mer with your families. It’s been an 
incredible year and I look forward 
to working with all of you again 
next school year. 

Kevin Ellis
Kevin Ellis • Elementary Principal
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Elementary News
Pre-K News

As we near the end of the school year, we have 
been reflecting on what a fun & exciting year we had 
in PreK! Throughout the year, the PreK classes were 
able to have many different experiences, both in, and 
out of the classroom. In the Fall, we went to North 
Star Orchards, to learn about where/how apples 
grow. Back at school, we made our own homemade 
applesauce. To learn about pumpkins and our 5 
senses, the PreK classes had a “Pumpkin Extrava-
ganza,” where we touched a pumpkin, measured it, 

weighed it, and even tasted it in pumpkin smoothies! 
We were able to go to the Stanley Theater to see a 
performance based on the book Click, Clack, Moo. 
During the winter, we went to the Rogers Conser-
vation Center to learn about animals hibernating, 
migrating, & adapting. In the Spring, we visited the 
Great Swamp Conservancy, where we learned about 
birds & went on a swamp tromp, where we were 
able to catch organisms with our nets. Throughout 
the year we took local trips to the Fire Department, 
Police Department, Bank, Library, and SOMAC came 
to visit us at school (and those are just some of the 
trip we took and visitors we had). We also hosted a 
family brunch, went bowling with our families, and 
celebrated The Week of the Young Child. This year 
was very busy with field trips, but we also learned 
a lot in our rooms. We worked with our Ag. Bud-
dies, learned about the alphabet & numbers, worked 
on problem solving, and built friendships to last a 
lifetime! We would like to thank the school, parents, 
PTO, & staff at our multiple field trip locations for 
their support throughout the year!

Second Grade 
Second grade kicked off their local history unit with 

a visit to Fort Stanwix in Rome. Students learned that 
today’s community helpers looked different than 
the community helpers of the 18th century. Students 
participated in a fire brigade, learned about medical 
limitations that faced doctors back then, and prac-
ticed being “on guard.”
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In the Elementary Art Room
by Ms. Kowalski

We are finishing the year with an explosion of COLOR! Students in Pre-Kindergarten through Fifth 
grade were each assigned one color to create a monochromatic self-portrait. We learned how to use dif-
ferent shades and pencil pressure to give color value, as well as practiced drawing the features of the face. 
Once students complete their drawings, we will create one giant rainbow of all the colors to display our 
students’ self portraits. It will be a wonderful way to see the growth and talents of our kids as they finish 
out the school year!

Girls on the Run
Fifteen 3-5 grade girls spent 10 

weeks this Spring participating in 
the Girls on the Run program. The 
curriculum leads girls on a series of 
lessons that build positive capac-
ity within each individual as well as 
build stamina for physical exercise. 
The program culminated with all 15 
participants successfully completing 
Paige’s 5K Butterfly Run in Syracuse 
in June 2nd. 

 Congratulations ladies!

Elementary News
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District News

NOTIFICATION TO PARENTS
Pursant to the federal No Child Left Behind Act, the school district must disclose to military recruiters 

and institutions of higher learning, upon request, the names, addresses and telphone numbers of our high 
school students. However, the district must also notify parents of their rights and the rights of their children 
to request, in writing, that the district NOT release such information if it is requested.

For the 2018-19 school year, parents, or students who are at least 18 years old, wishing to exercise their 
option to withhold their consent to the release of the above information to military recruiters and institu-
tions of higher learning, must sign and return the form attached below to the High School office. Please 
return by July 1, 2018.

TITLE I PROGRAM
NOTICE TO PARENTS OF RIGHT TO RECEIVE INFORMATION REGARDING PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS OF 
TITLE I TEACHERS

Per Title I parental notification requirements, parents have the right to receive, upon request to the District, cer-
tain information as authorized by federal law regarding the professional qualifications of the child’s classroom teach-
ers. Upon the District’s receipt of the request, in a timely manner, the following information will be provided.

1. Whether the teacher has met New York State 
Education Department qualifications and 
licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject 
areas he/she teaches.

2. Whether the teacher is teaching under emer-
gency or other provisonal status through which 
New York State Education Department quali-
fications or licensing critera have been waived 
due to special circumstances.

3. The teacher’s college major (undergraduate 
level); whether the teacher has any graduate 
certifications or degrees and, if so, the field of 
discipline of the certification or degree.

4. Whether your child is provided services by any 
teaching assistants and, if so, their qualifications.

If you wish to receive this information, please contact the elementary or high school office.

NOTIFICATION TO SCHOOL DISTRICT

To: Hamilton Central School Main Office 

Re: Reservation of Consent for the Release of Certain Student Information under the No Child Left Behind Act

Please DO NOT release the name, address or telephone number of ________________________________

to military recruiters or institutions of higher learning.

_________________  ______________________________________________________________
         Date          Parent Signature
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PESTICIDE NOTIFICATION
New York State law requires that schools and BOCES maintain a list of staff and 

parents who wish to receive written notice 48 hours prior to a pesticide applica-
tion at our facility. If you wish to be included on the School District Notification List, 

please contact the District Office at 824-6310. You will then receive advance noti-
fication of an application of a pesticide product covered by notification requirements, 

except in the event of an emergency application in response to a threat to public health.

Dignity For All Students Act (DASA)
The Dignity Act impacts the following 

SAVE requirements:

• Code of Conduct
• Harassment 
• Discrimination
• Civility
• Citizenship
• Character Education
• Reporting

Mr. Matthew Crumb and Mr. William 
Dowsland are the DASA Coordinators. 
Please feel free to contact them with con-
cerns that you may have.

TITLE IX
Hamilton Central School District does 

not discriminate on the basis of sex in the 
education programs or activities which it 
operates and it is required by Title IX of 
the Education Amendments of 1972 not to 
discriminate in such a manner. This policy 
of non-discrimination includes the follow-
ing areas: recruitment and appointment of 
employees, employment pay and benefits, 
counseling services for students, access by 
students to educational programs, course 
offerings and student activities.


